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1678-79. It was then that he retired to his seat at Minster Lovel in Oxfordshire.1
It has been said that he might have had any office he aspired to, but he turned a deaf ear to all overtures. His experience had taught him the dangers of public life, and he appears to have seen no corresponding advantages. He died unmarried, at Somerhill, near Tunbridge Wells, on the 23rd June, 1686.
There is a singular fascination in Coventry's character, and he must ever be to the reader of the Diary, after the writer himself, the most interesting personality in the wonderful gallery of men and women there portrayed.
THE Two LORDS BERKELEY.
John, Lord Berkeley of Stratton, was appointed an Extra Commissioner of the Navy at the Restoration, and retained the office till December, 1664. He and his connections were in high favour at Court, and the table on the preceding page shows the relationship between various members of the family, several of whom occupy a prominent position in the pages of the Diary.
There were two Lords Berkeley mentioned in these pages, and in early editions the two were confused in the Index. The confusion was remedied in later editions, and Pepys, to make a distinction between the two men, usually gives Lord Berkeley of Berkeley, the head of the family, the incorrect title of Lord George Berkeley. The connnection between the two branches of the Berkeley family dates back to the fourteenth century, as the father of Lord Berkeley of Stratton was descended from Sir Maurice de Berkeley (died 1346-47), second son of Maurice, second Lord Berkeley of Berkeley. Lord Berkeley of Berkeley and his family may be placed in a table as follows:
"Memorials of Sir W. Penn," vol. ii., p. 532 (note).rt.,   of   Hanstead, Suffolk.	
